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ashed under-garments belonging to the infant. "Willikin"
called it; and her friends got to know Willikin only too
)h! how Mr. Pitt used to frown/5 said Hester Stanhope,
cig of when she and her uncle, William Pitt, used to dine
aroline's villa, and Willikin was on view, "how Mr. Pitt
to frown, when he was brought in after dinner, and held
i footman ... to take up anything out of the dessert
he liked . . . bawling and kicking down the wine, and
j up by his breeches over the table for people to laugh at;
so ugly!9'
The P[rince]ss used to say to Mr. Pitt: 'Don't you think lie
nice boy?* " To which Pitt would reply, "I don't under-
i anything about children."
Dnce," continued Hester Stanhope, "he cried for a spider
he ceiling, and, though they gave him all sorts of play-
gs to divert his attention, he would have nothing but
spider. Then there was such a calling of footmen, and
; sticks, and such a to-do! He was a little, nasty, vulgar
J9
mong those who dined at various times with Caroline at
;kheath we find Lord Carnarvon, Lady Sheffield, the Due
Bourbon, Lord Harrington, Lord Howick, Lord Mount
;ecumbe, Lord Carysfoot, and Lord Robert Spencer. Sir
Lter Scott, Sidney Smith, and Sir Thomas Lawrence were
among her guests.  In her rattling, slap-dash way Caroline
an incomparable hostess.
I never saw any person, not royal or royal/5 wrote a guest,
10 understood so well how to perform the honours at their
i table as the Princess; she does it admirably, and makes
re of her guests than anyone else ever did." "Full of
ural talent, and combines in a surprising manner the
airy of her position with an unaffected and natural ease
y rarely seen in a princess," writes another. If only she
I always kept at this level the history of Caroline's later
would have been very different, but to the grief, and also
annoyance, of those who had most sympathy for her this
d sense was mixed with both coarseness and a kind of
kless silliness. On some days neither of these would be
lent, and people meeting her for the first time would be
xmed, only on another occasion to be startled and disgusted.
>he "condescends to talk low nonsense, and sometimes even
ss ribaldry," said Lady Charlotte Campbell, one of her
lies-in-waiting, who deplored the way Caroline ruined he